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July 24,2007 

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: 

Dear Ms. Dortch, 

USF Certification - FCC Docket No. 96-1 
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Enclosed for filing in FCC Docket No. 96-45 is an Essential Telecommunications Carrier 
Certification and Exhibit A certifying that all universal service support will only be used by the 
undersigned carrier for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for 
which the support is intended. 

The undersigned carrier has also filed this Essential Telecommunications Carrier Certification 
and the attached Exhibit A with the North Dakota Public Service Commission, and it is 
anticipated that the North Dakota Public Service Commission will also certig by October 1 , . 
2007 that the undersigned carrier will only w e  said universal service support for its intended 
putpose. However, because of the importance of this issue, and the fast-approaching 
certification deadline of October 1,2007, the undersigned carrier is also providing certification 
dixectly to the Federal Communications Commission to ensure that the undersigned carrier 
continues to receive the universal service support for which it is eligible. 

Signed, 

CEO/General Manager 

SRT Communications, Inc. North Dakota 383303 

Eqclosure 

Headquarters ?615 North Broadway PO Box 2027 Minot, NDq58702-2027 
SRT Connections 1400 20th Ave. SW PO Box 2027 Minot, ND 58702-2027 

(701) 858-1200 
www.srt.com 



ESSENTIAL TELECOMMUNJGATIONS CARRIER CERTIFICATION 

-The undersigned, on behalf of the telecommunications company named below (the 
Company), does hereby state and certify, as follows: 

1. The Company will provide service on a timely basis to requesting customers 
within the Company's designated service area where the Company's network already 
passes the potential customer's premises, and 

2. The Company will provide service, within a reasonable period of timb, if the 
potential customer is within the Company's designated service area but outside the 
Company's existing network coverage, if service can be provided at a reasonable cost by: 

a. Modifying or replacing the requesting customer's equipment; 

b. Deploying a roof-mounted antenna or other equipment; 

c. Adjusting the nearest cell tower; 1 

d. Adjusting network or customer facilities; 

e. Reselling services from another carrier's facilities to provide service; 
or 

f. Employing, leasing, or constructing an additional cell site, cell 

The Company isable to remain functional in emergency situations and has a 
reasohable amount of back-up power to ensure functionality without an external power 
soure&, lis able to reroute traffic around damaged facilities, and is capable of managing 
trafWspikes$resulting from emergency situations. 

extender, repeater, or other similar equipment. 

3. 

A. The Company is aatis&i;/ing. and will satisfy applicable consumer protection 
and service qualky stamdatds. .>(If witeless service is involved, the Company has and will 

, comp'lk with the Cellular Telec.Im~umications and Internet Association's Consumer Code 
, for wif@less servioe. If a wireless service complfes with another standard, that is explained 

herein.) 1 

5. If the Company is a non-incumbent local exchange carrier, it will offer a local 
usagetplan comparable to the one offered by the incumbent local exchange carrier in the 
designated service area. 
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4 6. The CBmpgny acknowlq@s that the North Dakota Public Service 
C@hhission (the Commission)”may requiceei it% to, proyide equal access to long distance 
cakiers in the event that ’no other eligible telecommunications carrier is p r o ~ \ c t h ~  equal 
access within the proposed desjonated senlice area. (If wireless carriage is involved, the 
Company acknowledges that the Federal Communications Commission may require the 
Company to provide equal access to long distance carriers in the event no other eligible 
telecommunications carrier is providing equal access within the designated service area.) 

7. The Company has met and will meet the requirements of eligible 
telecommunications carrier advertising. This includes: 

a. A full description of available services in the Company’s’ official 
telephone directory, including the process to be used by customers to 
qualify for lifeline and link-up service. 

b. Advertising of the’availability of universal service in media of general 
circulation in the Company’s designated service area. Availability 
may be advertised in newspapers, company newsletters, company or 
civic internet sites, bill stuffers, direct mailings, or other :means 
intended to convey availability throughout the designated service 
area. 

Exhibit A Information 

The following information is provided in Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference: 

I. A description of the amount of high-cost universal service support received 
by the Company in the prior calendar year and a description of how that support was used 
for the provision, maintenance, or upgrading of the Company’s facilities and services. (An 
explanation of any changes from reports previously provided to the Commission is also 
included,) 

2. An estimate of the amount of federal high-cost universal senlice support the 
Cornpeny anticipates receiving in the foflowing calendar year (the calendar year following 
this @port) and a description of how that support is projected to be used for the provision, 
mainf‘enance, or upgrading of the Company’s facilities and services pursuant to Section 
254 qf the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 

3. Exhibit A also contains, for the prior calendar year and the subsequent 
caleh’dar year (the calendar year following this report), identification of specific construction 
or uphrade projects; a description of how service will be improved by each project; the 
start%ate and completion date for each improvement; the amount of investment for cash 
improvement; the specific geographic area where each improvement was made or will be 
made$.and the estimated population that will be served by each improvement. (For an 
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incumbent lo+l exghange carrier (ILEC) ,this information is submitted at the study area 
leNel.1 fF@r andher"eligib1e careier,&is in%fhaboR 18 kubmitted at the study area level of 
tk& 'ILEC. If a study area level or designated senrice area includes geographic areas in 

.y".J" & ; * * I  

more than one state, the information is also submitted at the North Dakota level.) 
4. Detailed information of any outage, as that term is defined in 47 C.F.R. 

§ 4.5, of at least thirty (30) minutes in duration for each designated service area for any 
facilities the Company owns, operates, leases, or otherwise utilizes that potentially affect: 

a. At least ten percent (10%) of the end users served in a designated 
service area, or 

A 91 I special facility, as defined in 47 C.F.R. 5 4.5(e). b. 

This report includes: 

a. 

b. 

c. The particular services affected, 

d. 

e. 

f. 

The date and time of the onset of the outage, 

A brief description of the outage and its resolution, I 

I 

The geographic areas affected by the outage, 

Steps taken to prevent a similar outage in the future, and 

The number of customers affected. 

(If applicable, a copy of the FCC outrage report that includes this information may be 
attached.) 

The number of requests for service from potential customers within the 
designated service area that were unfilled during the past year. A detail of how the 
Cofipany attempted to provide service to those potential customers is also included. 

The number of complaints per thousand handsets or lines. 

5. 

* 6. ~ 
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EXHIBIT A 

SRT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

1. Th,e amount of high-cost universal support the SRT Communications, Inc. received in the prior calendar year and the estimate f th ! 

amount of high-cost universal support SRT Communications, Inc. anticipates receiving in the next calendar year (the calendar year 
following the date of this report) are listed below: 

Year 2006 Federal Universal Sewice Receipts: 

Hi'gh Cost Loop Support $ 1,000,233 
Local Switching Support. $ 1,000,368 
Interstate Common Line Support $ 2,883,642 
Safety Net Additive Support $ 0 
Safety Valve Loop Cost Adjustment $ 0 
TOTAL $ 4,884,243 

Estimated Year 2008 Federal Universal Service Receipts: 

High Cost Loop Support $ 1,000,000 
Local Switching Support $ 1,000,000 

Safety Net Additive Support $ 0 
Safety Valve Loop Cost Adjustment $ 0 

Interstate Common Line Support $ 3,000,000 

TOTAL $ 5,000,000 

The changes, if any, from reports previously filed with the Commission are, as follows: 
(For __ 2007, there are none. This is the first reporting year.) 



- -  
I?.?. 

- -  

', a. I%or Yeaps Support 12i%lL6); ~ . ~~ l%e,ways this support from the prior calendar year was used for the provision, mainteria%ce, or 
upgrading ~f SRT Cornmui;li.mtinns, Inc.'s facilities and services are, as follows: 

Actual 
2006 

, c e n e ~ a l : . ~ ~ ~ p o . ~ A ~ ~ t s  ,612094) $1,690,917 
CentFal &ce (Adcts 621 0-6232) $1,863,563 
C%i.ble {a-fid. wire facilities (Accts 641 0-41) $ 2,833,446 
,NktworRsperations (Accts 653055) $ 3.497a37 

G,e,ner_al and administrative (Accts 6720-28) 
Tdal Years Supported Expenses, Before 
Rkturm on Investment 

!§ 3,5@1,911 
$23,900,062 

Cable and wire (Acct 2410) 
Total 

$ 7,322,739 
$12.333.978 

$36,234,040 Total Supported Expenditures, Before 
Return on Investment 



SRT Communications, Inc. 2006 specfic construction or upgrade projects are listed, as follows: 

(All infoimation is submitted at the study area level of the ILEC.) 

Geographic 
Area of 

Improvement 

SRT Study Area 

(If a study area or designated service area includes geographic areas in more than one state, the information is provided at the 
North Dakota level.) 

- _  
Estimated Descnmon ’ =. 
Population of How Sentice 
Sewed by Will Be Improved. 

Improvement Maintains CO --equipment, 

expansion for customer 
growth, needed for 

75,000 

.. 

Start 
Date 

Jan06 

Piemise 
CSA Expimsion 

Completion Amount of 
Date Investment 

Bec06 $3,898,732 

OCl92 
TFanspotV? 0 Gig 
RPR 
Firebar 
Replacement 

Centrex IP 

Velva Exchange 
Upgrades 

Jan06 Dec0?6 $ 1,075,681 

Jan06 Dec06 $2,348,326 

enhanced services . 

SRT Study Area 75,000 Enhanced tec6flohglY for 
advanced services 

SRT Study Area 75.000 Brings fiber closer -,fo the 
customer premise resulting 
in greater broadbandesspeed 
availability 

SRT Study Area 75,000 Greater bandwidxh 

SRT Study Area 75,000 Better equipmen? for Rural 
fire depafirnents/eme@WCY 
911 caii-outs 

SRT Study Area 75,000 & 
customers 

SRT Studv Area - E x p a n d s S t u d y  75.000 Area 



.P 

. .  

Metlgoshe West 
@&&&ij - 

- 
Jan 06 Dec06 $ 64,904 SRT Study Area 75,000 Rebuild needed for @e 2005 

fire at Metigoshe co 

- 

. . .  

7 

- 
c - 

Tot-al - - Actual -r 2006 $12,333,978 / 



c 

b. Followinq,Year's Support (2008). The ways SRT Communications, Inc. anticipates it will use the following calendar year's SUPPod 
for the provision, maintenance, or upgrading of SRT Communications, Inc.'s facilities and services are, as follows: 

Estimated 

*I@etWBfiR support (ACCtS 61 10-1 6) 
GeneraT support (Accts 61 20-24) 
@entr&l &ice (Accts. 621 0-6232) 
Gable and wire facilities (Accts 641 0-41) 
h&Work operations (Accts 6530-35) 

Executive and planning (Accts 671 0-12) 
General and administrative (Accts 6720-28) 
Total Yegrs Supported Expenses, Before 
Return on Investment 

$ 32,000 
$ 1,775,000 
$ 1,957,000 
$ 2,975,000 
$ 3,672,000 

$ 2,358,000 

$ 3,761,000 
$25,095,000 

Total Supported Expenditures, Before 
Return on Investment 

_ _  - -  

$37,095,000 



S,RT - -  Communications, Ipc. 2008 estimated construction or upgrade projects are listed, as follows: 

(Ail information is submitted at the study area level of the ILEC.) 

(If a study area or designated service area includes geographic areas in more than one state, the information is provided at the 
N&h Dakota level.) 

Construction 
.or Ubgrade 

ProjecFName Start Date 
%utine Customer Jan 08 
Growth 

;Fiber to the Premise Jan 08 

CSA Expansion Jan 08 

Optical Transport Jan 08 
I " .  

1 

I -  I 

. Total Projected 2008 

Completion I Amount of 

Dec 08 $ 4,000,000 

Dec 08 $ 2,000,000 

Dec 08 $ 2,000,000 

$1 2,000,000 

Geographic Estimated Population Descri p t G  
Area of Served by of How Service 

Improvement Improvement Will Be Improved - I 

eq pipmen t , SRT Study 75,000 Maintains co 
Area - 1  I expansion for customer '&oMh, I 

needed for enhanced ser+k% 
SRT Study 75,000 Enhanced techaogy for 
Area advanced services 
SRT Study 75,000 Brings fiber closer to %e customer 
Area premise resulting in greater pp 
SRT Study 75,000 Greater bandwidth 



. t .  

Date and 
Time of 
onset 

1 * *  

2. -=-- Outages. jetailed it$oLafbn of any bdages, as thLt term is defined i!, 47 C.F.R. 5 4.5, of i t  least thirty (30) minutes in d-uraqin ' 
of each designated service area for any facility which SRT Communications, Inc. owns, operates, leases, or othewise utilizes tkat 
%potentially affect: N o  outages occurred that met the definition of 47.C.F.R. 8 4.5. 

Numrer df 
Cu@mers 

Brief Description Particular Geographic Steps Taken to 
of Outage and Sewices Area Affected Prevent Similar 

Re"solution of Outage Affected By Outage Outages in the Future Affected 

a. At least ten percent (10%) ofthe end users served in a designated service area, or 

. .  

b. A 91 I special facility, as defined in 47 C.F.R. § 45(e). 
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3. The number ofareguest$ fw service from potential customers within the designated service area that were unfllled-iQ, ~, 
- theypast yeGTaas:- m@; 

The ways in which the Company attempted to provide services to these potential customers are, as follows: 

4 The number of complaints per one thousand handsets or lines was: According to the PSC website, for the p e r i o d  
of 9/1/05 - 8/31/06, there were two (2) cases on the “Contact Record Report”. We are unsure of who the customer(s) 
is and do  not know any detail regarding the reason for the PSC contact. 


